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The first total synthesis of ())-diospongin B has been achieved starting from benzaldehyde using a Keck asymmetric allylation, a

base catalyzed conjugate addition of an a,b-unsaturated ester and an intramolecular oxy-Michael reaction as the key steps in 16%

overall yield.
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A new cross-coupling reaction of aryl borates with epoxyarenes under mild and neutral conditions without the need

for metal catalyst is described.
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ZrCl4 dispersed on dry silica gel provides a useful reagent for S-alkylation of thiols with alcohols
under solvent-free conditions
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The sterically crowded 1,2-dipod 3 and 1,2,4,5-tetrapod 4 undergo fluorescence quenching (kmax 395 nm) with <1.0 equiv of Agþ

and fluorescence enhancement (kmax 500 nm) with >3 equiv of Agþ and can be used for estimation of two different concentration

ranges of Agþ.
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Hydrophobically directed selective reduction of ketones using amine boranes pp 127–130
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Amine boranes bearing hydrophobic substituents were used to reduce aryl ketones in competition with a methyl ketone in a study of

hydrophobically directed selective reductions. Several characteristics of the reducing agent were found to be important in

determining the reaction selectivity, including available hydrocarbon surface area, degree of fluorination, and proximity of the

hydrophobic group to the active hydrides.
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